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DESTINATION: 1705
by REDD BOGGS

1iar inanimate movie herbsne of 1950 was a slim sile
Egzvmgiﬁjgggile? shaped like a 25¢ cigar with fins. §he was ,
of course, the Good Ship Luna, the spacecraft that carried sou r
men on the first successful trip to the moon in the picture "Des-
tination Moon.” The Luna was probably the most famous heroine of
her tyoe since another silvery prOJectilg shot across the movie
screen in 1935-~the Burlington Zéphyr, Whl%h starred In a semi=-
stefnal picture called "The Silver Strealk, And not since H.Gs
Wells! "Things to come,’made the same year, has a science fiction
movie met with such publicity as did Robert &, Helnlein's "Destiw
nation Moon,"

The recent picture differs from the oldexr one, how=
ever, in one important respect: From all reports, "Destination
Iﬂoon'I was & popular, as well ag a critical, success, Until its
revival after Vells'! death in 1946, "Things to Come" was not.But
"Destination Moon'™ts undoubted popularity and success should not
cause us to expect +that it will match "Things to Come" in second
wind, Jt is highly lmprovable that the Heinlein picture will
sver be revived and the odds are tremendous againat its anpearance
on the movie screens of 1965 with the frequency that Wells! 1935
film hits the sereens of 1951,

I don't refer to the possibility
that by 1965 space will be conquered by real people, making Hein-
lein's yarn about fictional people only a pretty legend to go
with Junles Verne's Twenty Thousand Leasues Under The Sea. There
ks 8 good chance of that happening, of course, but such an event
may be "Destination Moon"™t!'s only chance of enduring, When the
moon is reached by a real-life Luna, "Destination Moon" will be a
curiosity--a prophecy come true, For that reason, and that one
alone, 1t will be worth screening again, Othexrwise, it will e
forgotten except by science fiction fans, while that hardy perene
nial, "Things to Come" males another swing around the revivale
film circuit,

.- , Technically, "Ddstination loon" hasn!t got the wear-
ability of "Things to Come," Of course, the latter picture isn't
wearing well In some respects, Its technique and its photography
areg a far cry from the quality we have noted in recent British
pictures; some of its acting 1s beginningto look a bit unconvin-
¢ing. To a world that felt, either first hand or in newvsreels,
the cwmshing blows of blockbusters bursting in ciby streets, the
bombing raid on Everytown in the pPicture loolts pretty piddlinge~-
1ike a firecracker display on July Lth. But "Things to Come" has
one great technical advantage: it 1s in blaclhz-and-white, "Des~
tination Moon" is in technicolor.

Technicolor is a bad vrocess to
use if you want to malre pictures for posterity, Store & Techni-
color film a while and its colors begin to fade and lose their
sSnap, That fact doesn't stop some hard-up movie nroducers from

-—-3..-..-
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-peleasing some of their Technicolor efforts, but usua%ly they
?:ngglgage %hem as blackeand-white prints,. Such a progeaure nay
not spoll some pictures, but much of "Degtination Moon"t!s appeal
lay in its use of color, particularly in those scenes backdropped
by Chesley Bonestellt!s magnificent palntings. In black-and-white
"Destination Moon® would -loge its colorful verve and become &
dull, pogrly-lighted epﬁs ngt mugh bgtb: gggg the ancient fil m

e Moon mads abou s
classic, "A Trip to th N & il e
obstacle against "Destination Moon"¥s becoming a movie classic
lies in the story treatment. Basically, it is a rather matter-of
-fact destription of a dangerous voyage taken by four men. .The
men are not story~book heroes, larger than life, They are just
ordinary joes, Though suspenseful because it is the first moon=-
trip ever attempted, their space voyageis not otherwise notewor-
thy. A routine train trin in the hands of an Alfred Hitchecock
develons infinitely more exclsement and action,

For contrast, cone
sider the final scanes of "Things to Come,”" The couple chosen to
fly to the moon In that picture are cut in heroic proportions,
They are not ordinary citizens of new Everytown, but the off -
spring of the leader class, They have had to pass tests which one
imegines were as rigorous and comprehensive on subjeets otherw
than the moon-ghip itself as Plato!'s tests for leaders were in
"The Republie." They are not a crew which more-or-less routinely
mans a projectile to be shot around the moong they are dedicated
individuals, LT r LE

Someone (it might have been me) once pointed out that
"Destination Moon" appears to form a sequel to "Things to Come™--
for Wells!' picture ended with the attempt to reach the moon and
Heinlein's began with it, Though the films have this point in
common, nothing could be farther from the truth, The two pio
tures. are at opposite poles, "Destination Moon"™ 1s realistie:

Things to Come™" is idealistic, This difference in treatment re-
duces an y suverficial resemblance to nothing,

Perhaps I'd better
explain what I mean by realism and idealisnm, By realism T mean
the attempt to portray things as they really are, By ldealism I
mean the-attempt to depict things as they should or might be, As
eXamnles, contrast the purpose of the two moon-trips. Heinlein's
3hara£ters remarked at various times that the space vovagoe was

the greatest adventure left to man," but in point of cold fact
their trip was undertaken to sscure for America the strategic ade
vantage of a moon-base for guided missiles. Wells! s ace pion=
eers were going to circle the moon sheerly because nan's greater
development roquired that he reach the stars,

The onl ly i~
dealistic touch in "Destination loon" was the sceneyigogﬁigg—ihg
erew solemnly tool possession of the moon ™in the name of the
people of thelnited States" and pPlanted a flag in approved exe
plorer tradition, This toueh was in such ludicrous contrast to
the realiam dominating the rest of the picture that the audience
laughed, In Wells' picture it would have fitted into the spirit
of the filnm,

Bacause "Destination Moon" is so closely tied to rea-
Lieg--as the selling point goes, 1t was Masg modernyas tomorro:'S
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hhadlines®--1% cannot survive, Nothing is staler than tomorrowls
headlines  on theeday aiter tomorrowv, A shift in the international
situation, or a new. govermmental policy on gulded missile re-
search, and "Destination Moon" will be relegated from the categ-
ory of “clever prophecy" to that of "wild guesses,."

: Jdeallism doese
n't become dated so easily, True enough, the scenes in “Pfhings”
to Come” showing the "next war" -have been outdated by world war
2, but the message 1s still valid: that an all-out war can eas~
11y wreck civilization, and that a moral rearmament, symbolized
by the Wellsian concept of ™Vings Over the World," will be nec-
essary to rebuild it, And the new civilization, the fantastic
clity of that new age of enlightenment, 1s no tarnished goal, even
novi, Perhaps the vision has receded a little, like Jonbar did
sometines in Williamson's "legion of Time,” byt, though hazy, the
basic outlines have not changed, For the closer we approach the
ideal an d the perfect, the more al ike are our vislons. We aee
different only in our faults and our imperfections. A1l utoplas,
no matter how many centuries separate their creators, are pretty
much alike at theebottom, As long as men strive for a mechanlcal
civilization, even Atomigeddon will not shake the vision of Ev-
erytowmn, 2035 A,.D,

Thus, "Things to Come"™ has a message for all
time, and "Destination HMoon" has n message for a tomorrow which
is already dawning, TFourteen years from nov, "Things to Come"
will st1ll be remembered, while "Destination Moon,"™ i1ts colors
fading and darkening in the astorage vault, will be forgotten, and
its hertine, the grafeful Luna, will join Theda Bara and Clara
Bow in that part of Limbo reserved for movie quesns of other days.

~=Redd Bopgs
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FUNDAMENTALS

(A MATTER OF

by RICHARD  EKNIGHIT  VERDAN

WE ERE AT HARRIS!S HOME that nlght, muliing over some recent re-~
jectse As was his habit, Harris would pick up the typescript,
imock the clip onto the floor, and ruffle through the pages of
the story quickly, clamping down on his pilpes

We usually exchanged furtive glances as we waited for his comment.
The usual words came very qulckly.

"jot plausible enough,® hetd say, As a veteran of twenty years
in the pulp-adventure field, he was an expert, we knew. "Youtve
got it all wrong,” he!d mumble,

One of us would ask, “Got what wrong?" in a tone of ubmost re-
spect,

“yiewpoint," he'd answer laconically, and that would start the
discussion for the n ight,

It was my turn to be dissected when we gathered at Harris!s home.

The four of us were settled 1in the easy chairs we found so com-

fortable, and stared enviously at the bound rows of Harrfis's sold
manuseripts during a twenty-year career ¥riting adventure fictlon,
I flung my story on the table~— a short stery, usual adventure
stuff, and let him look at it.

He read it through, quickly, bent dowm, replaced the cllp, and
handed the story back to me without expression,

"Got 1t all vhong.”

"hat wrong?®

"Viewpoint," he said,

"In what way?™ Bill asked,

411 of you have to learn that youlre not writing fantasy-- no
market for that kind of junk today, This is adventure he's writ-
ing, but he doesn't make it real at all, Gotta know how, ™

"Mow?" someone prodded.

?For example, 'Harris continued, "he misses a big opportunity when
he sets the adventure on Betelgeuse IV, True, we don't know as
much about that planet as we do about some others, but--"

"hat has that to do with the story?® I burst in,
He just stared at me coldly and went on.

"You should have been familiar with their civilization., You 4did

a typical action stor left yourself :
then never did use it.“y’ .Z.é.f_ a hell of a glmmiclk, and
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He reached for the manuscript,.

' He read:

" IMelton plugged forward along the
hot desert, the Betelgeese in hot pursult, He turned back
a moment, skared at the stiffly-moving legs of the machine,
An odd way to travel, he thought grinly, Body 1ike an auto,
but metal bird-like %egs on their vehicles, He looked up
into the cockpit of the machine, twenty feet above the land,
and saw the repulsive pink bodies of the Betelgeese, He won-
dered what they would do to him when they caught him, Cap-
ture was inevitable., He patted the hard, flery gem swinging
from the pouch at his hip, The Stone of Immortalltyl He ex-
ulted, The gecret of the great Betelgeusian cultureld He
felt the heavy tread of the machine behind hime?

“Here, for example,'

"Now that's what I'mean," he said, :"The writing's not bad, but
you didn't use your opportunities in the plot,"

"In what way?"I murmured, moving closere

He smiled and strolked his mustache, "You -did a lot of research
on the Betelgeuslan vehicleg..,found out what they looked like,
If you had bothered to check on why they were bullt that way
you!d h ave had a story."

"hy?" I always hated his hablt of breaking off sentences so Itd
be forced to ask him a question, He phcked it up writing for ‘the
pulps, though, so I noted 1t carefully. | T

"From what ¥&ttle we know, the Betelgeusians have a great cultura
It's mlilions of years old, and they.have imiortality--a fact ya
knew--and theyfve all manners of madhines and mental techniques
dating from before we on earth wore clothes. But--" He stoppsd.

"Yes?" Again he drew me into the question,

"But they failed to learn all the smaller things., Somewhers in
the universe there's bound to be a race that looks at things in

go cosmic a scope--as do the Betelgeusians-~that it slips up o n
littler thihgs,™

"For Anstance?® -

"The Betelgeose can male almost anything synthetically bécause
they -«now atailic power and how to rearrange nuclel, They can
shigt 'a few prdtons around and make sand into uranium, But with
all Yheir age-old vonders, therel!s one little thing theylve never
discovered--something which would have helped your hero a lot,"®

s

1 ) N - -
'?h&%?“ I kno# ‘this vould be the final question, :

He smiled oddly. "Thoy never discovered the wheel,"

He reachad ovar and srapped off the telecsonde, We were again alone,

L the gnd | meeTee- ~=Richard K Verdan

-
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NEWS FROM HE AVEN

reviowed by BORUAY ASHFIRID

ks 1s my wont, I was searching the shelves of a secondhand book
desler the other day when 1 came upon a boolk, nev to rie~~N2hS
PROM HEAVEN, Being attracted by the title;, I spent a few coppers
on it, It was published by Cape in i0liy, one of the hecvic war
years, and had conseqaently escaped my nctice.

Remember "“Houseboat on the Styx"? Myisht Life Of the Gods?"
Well, thls yarn 1s something beftween the two,

Heaven 1s disturbed by a smell of burning oil and the inmates are
unable to find its true source, for so fev people reach Heaven
without passing many years in Purgatory that the inhabltants of
the exalted place are very out-of-date with their knowledge of
world affairs, The heavenly beings, encouraged by Leonardo da
Vincl and others of his type, decide to send an expedition to
Tarth to find out what is afoot, The chosen two are Harco Polo
and his secrstary, Rusticano, who turns out to be a perfect foll
to his master,

What happens when they land, by parachute, in England, find the
Home Guard practicing, get involved with an Itallan Fiftg Column-
ist--when Polo thinks that the Windmill Theater {vaudeville) is a
place for buying slaves, thinking of the time he trabelled across
the Gobi desert to replenish the harem-~Polols discussion )t
points of horses with a very horsey military family--and seo on,
makes it very readable golng, If you get hold of a copy, you

ghould enjoy it as much as I did, --Norman Aghfield

R A R I R L S R S M
"WIHY THE S-F BOOIi?"
——

~=~talten from Saturday Review of Literature, January 27, 1951,

®*¥In Tomorrow magazine, novelist Christopher Isherwood noted:=

1Tt 1s easy to understand why sclence fictlon, and more partice
ularly space-=travel fiction, should be enjoying a revival of pope
ularity at this time, Faced by probable destruction Iin a third
world war, wo turn naturally to dreams of escape from this age
and this %hreatened planst, But that is not the whole of the ex=-
planationg For while the realistic actlien story 1s going through
a phase of imaginative bankruptecy, the science « flction story
grovs more prodigious, more ldeoclogically daring, Instead of the
grunts of cowboys and the fuddled dexual musings of half-plast =
ered private detectives, we are offered an adult, anthropologics
al, and nonsviolent approach to the future of eechnocratic nmen
and the lnhabitants of other worlds, Insofar as the reading pube
lic is turning in this direction and forsaking  the cops and the
cowboys, 1t definitely 1s growing up,#

~=Bonnett Cerf'"

(SR - p—
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A "BELOVED CRITIC" SPEAKS

by BOB TUCKER

The July issue of Other Worlds offered an article by Bruce W, Pollica
in which this statement was made: '"Nearly all fantasy readers have
four characteristics which set them off as different. " He then ists
the four characteristics:

1¢ Better than average intelligence.

2: Better that average curlosity,

3% The capability of being able to reason the whys and
wherefores for themselves.

4t Most important - The ability to set aside all '"con-
ventlonal” methods of thot and to approach a problem
from a completely new angle.

This is a hoary o0ld fallacy which has bcen repeated uncountable times
in uncountable fanzine articles ever since the first editor cranked
the first mimecrnraph back around 1930, Nearly twenty years pf fan
history have failed to prove such a statement -- and that is the im-
portant thing to remember,

Here and there an¥® individual in fandom has proven by word or deed
that he has a better than average intelligence, or that he has thoe a-
bility to set aside conventional thot pattebns when attacking a prob-
lem, These individuals have proven it by becoming self-sufficient(or
a "success" if you prefer the term) in the outside business - world
where richer livings are wgn by being abgvo averaga, But thess faw
people cannct be stretched-dutomatically“®ecome "noarly all fantasy
readors," These few people are definitely the fan- minority.

"Wearly all fantasy recadors"--and I take it that the author was ro=—
ferring to all fantasy fans---are humdrum guys you mect on the street
with no morse average intelligence than tho  other humrum guys w h o
work besido them in the same machine-~shops, schools, movie theatres,
textile mills, editor&? offices and whatnot. The only apparent diffe-
rence between fantasy fans and other people fsmé their choice of read-
ing material. Railroad fans are as smart as whips when it comes down
to méaming the types and performances of locomotives on any ziven roal-
»sadg This does not make them more intellligent. Fantasy fans can
rattle off the distances and problems found in 1nterstellar flight,
This does not give them a better than average intelligence, A west-
ern fan van tell you what kind of a saddle and sixgun was in use in
the Pecos country at the closc of the 3tates' War, The western f a n
runs the machine next to thoe fantasy fan and the railroad fan in the
same shop,

(Continued next page,)
: s editor of a vopflight faneine, 'oScience-Fiction Newsle-

tter", He is the author of numerous published scionce-fictlon anddd-
tective shorts, and also has scveral books to his credit,

"The Hew
fan'sg "SPACESHIP" Size
fanzine" 104 !
Bob Silverberg, 760 llontgomery Stroet, 3/a5¢

Brooklyn 13, N,Y.
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(ns of the most striking facts turned up in the recent "Fannish
su*vey“ T made was tunis: the large majcriSy of the 180 people
red the q}estlon stated chat {nns were above ave:agu in
1n+"e 1 1‘1063" 8 included themselvesy pqcoursekn 6 they
were talkling about themso;ves in the gusatlonulrre, d's t, the
otner answers they pgava (there ware o7er o nundred questions in
c*ehrly snowed that they wero not better than averal,
: : - . gaanael odn Ll Qo 'lut
above avorage. an rind=-produc anZiNes, vwhicti u . a
sults of mental ability and imagination)dre revsalingly bclow pan

0‘

Fands constantly assert mental superiority but twenty years o f
performance have failed to prove it,  (And I am tempted to. point
to all the spats, quarrels, fights, dirty-dealings, cussedness,--
theTts, feuds, etc, as signposts suggesting something else, )

Actusdly the pleture is something 1like this ~-some fans are above
average, some 8re below, The rest of us, the blg bulk of fandom,
falls in between 1n that area the experts are pleased to call av~

~ erage - Tor want of. .&. betier.clags ieation,. . The few members of
thoge two gg%ups named, the above' alj:n Yelow average ‘peopla, enter
fandom and quickly becone recognizable, I'have been reading fanw
zines for about fifteen years and &s a result have learned to
judge a writer!s intelligence by what he says and how he says it,
The PAPA magazines are prime examples for study: read every one
of the fifteen to thirty publications in a given bundle., It is
really easy to discover which fan editor is actually above aver-
age in intelljigence by the manner in which he discusses each item
in his magazine. And pay particular attention to the topics they
discuss.

qutly, now and then .an individual appears who is truly able to
get aside the conventional thought patterns and strilte out iato
new flelds alone. Usually, this individual in fandom takes the
form of a crusader viho believes us to be master-minds waiting for

-—§. g : ~Heulll then announce his plans for the foun-
ing " &f a"Io - whare In*the hiITsSand arge. e L rus

to get busy establishing the master race for the future glory of
fandom and civillzation,

~»Bob Tucker

— T

,EDITORTS NCTE: The “Other Worlds" referred to is Paul D, CoxTs
idefunct fanzine and NOF Hay Paimerts prozine, Repeat-~NOT the |
prozinel {
This article was intended for O7 (the fanzine) #5. Bruce Pollica
sa® a copy of this article and wrote a short reply., Naturally--,
i1t defended hils position, Unfortunately Pollicals reply was misg-
placed by the orlginal editor and hence is not available for pub-;
licatlon 4in Sship. 'So==if you-find yourselves agrecing too com -
pletely with Bob Tucker, qualirfy that agreement o the extent you
iwould have if Brucel's reply lrere printed alongside, Dontt let a-
iny Pongish sentimonts above cause you to call fandom at large a
ipack of fools without considering the other side a bit, bagy
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The ypacs tpravslers wers returning o
wo-thg world thely folk Mad left in tSixtyeTwo,
®hen they had fled to celonlze uuga}axys
the holocaust that wo . snaue, -
B When the earth was expected to become a ravaged world
Would they see what theydegvisio?b: 1nfoach;20mexick mind?
deubt that Torra would be & plaln of waste;
ggey recalled the tales they hag been teld by those behind,
And all wondered what terrain mighi be displaced, Lt
' Wheh the earth had betome a brolken world,
As they neared their objective, entering earth's, atmosphere,
They cpould. see by-telescope,. and were surpriaed -
To find a city of thelr ancestoris drsams, appear, .
Complets. and clean, hwming with life modernized, . .
- - 'Then the earth was not a damaged world?
The spaceship. was landéd on the former. rocket grounds,
So no fumes weuld.mar ths city they had seen-- .
But all wvas vasts; thejr ship made the oniy llving sohnds;
There were no other moving things upon the scene; I e
- 7. . The earth was indeed a blighted world, -
An exploration paprty seét forth in a straight #ouree
Toward the moetropolls they had viewed from. the sky,
Remémbering the cemmunity, they sought the source,
Their innate curiosity to gsatisfy,’ . N
") And learn 1f the earth was truly a ruined world,
They found annihilation rampant sverywhere;- i
Skeletons were chumbling in the dessrt sun) oy
No 1ife was vislible, while desoclation'’s glare - .
let thelr tired hungry eyes, wheh the trek was done, b g
The parth they saw was a demolished world.,
Sadly the wanderers from space turned back
And"as their stafship mounted .in.the blue,- i o) -
The lovely city shone beneath their track.
In perfect living beauty, thaé’they knew,.. - . :
So again thoy algued, was the sarth a dead world?
They could not turn their ship about or waste their fuel,
But ‘their lensman to¢k an aerial phofograph; :
For this might answer What was no w. .a mental.duel,
And would furnish them #ith evidence.of stafrl, \
> So they..would know. 1f Torra was a ghostly world, -
Develeping the pictures, they werd sure to.find - .
The truth about the 'strange mirage of life,w==
Porhaps the clty was only in the mind,w- .
A dream they loved beyond their memory's strifec - :

Of an earth 'tHat 'wag a bgeak and blagted wqrld,
. —ar )

4 -

L

.

:ﬂhat of the pies?  Let¥s sec fhem," eried the.crow,
Was- 1t a drean, 1ma§1nati‘onfa prank?™ 2 :
The lensman sighed, ¥I do not have a clue, - .
For all the photogrdphic plotes. wero blank;

e Not one showed ovdn a devastod worldg®

- 2 -4-11—-
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FANZINE REVIEW

A1l fanzines for review are to be sent to Bob Silverberg, 7 60
Montgomery St., Brooklyn 13, N,Y. Al). fanzines raceived wx}l be
reviewed, space permitting, on a firste-come-first~-served basis.

Science~Fiction Newsscope: Lawrence Campbell,ly3 Tremont St., Halk
den 40, Hass, bgs 12/50¢. With a 1little financial support this
will become a top newszine, Fomr to six pages, with most of the
current news, American and abroad, and also features, fanzine re-
views, etc, T™is ene bears watching--and will probably improve
in proportion to the number of nickels sent to the editor. Wor-
thy of support. Fanvariety: Max Keasler, ;20 South 1lth, Poplar
Biuff, Mo. 10¢, 5/50¢, T%Ls is another grod-looking newcomer, a
monthly, No particular slant, but contains something Interesting
for anyone In fandom..,or out of it} Best item in current issu e
(#8) is Redd Boggs?® lengthy article on how t o publish a newszine
Keasler has A-1list material in this job, Quandry: Lee Hoffman ,
101 Vagner St., Savannah, Georgia, Lonthly, | 1‘0;71, 12/$1, This is
the top newcomer of 1950, a lively, well-ppoduced, well-written--
job. #10, current, features Bob Tucker, Cosilal, Redd Boggs, and
others, HHigh spot is a four-color cover mimeographed ln fourcola
ink, Peon: One of the veterans, now in its fourth year, thls is
still going strong, Charles Riddle, Fleet All Viecather Training
Unit Paciflc, c¢/o Fleet P.0O,, San Prancisco, Cal. One copy free o
request; 9/§l. A top-flight generalzine--fiction, reviews, arti-
cles, letters, We liked Joe Kennedy's article best, Fantas —~
Timesg: James V, Taurasi, 137-03 32nd Ave,, Flushing, NY. 107,12/$
This 18 the king of the newszines--every other weelt with the lat~
gst fan doings, No use reviewing this~-it is a nust for acti ve
fans, 4And 1f you don't read it, you CANIT be activel Beware:Ken
Beale, 115 Hosholu Pkway, Bronx, N,Y¥, IMirst issuec of a general -
zine which bids fairfo malie a name for itself, Unpretentious mim
eo format, but contents both good writing and good reading, Best
is “THE GREAT FAN PLOT,"™ a remarkable expose; Fantasy Advertis-
er: Roy Squires, 1745Kenneth Road, Gaiéndale, California, This's
the nmumber one non-fiction fan magazine of today, in luxurious
litho format, The April issue is the fifth anniversary; article~
Arthur C, Clarke. DEven the ads are nice to look at in this magi
Science Mction Newsletter: Bob Tucker, P,0, Box 260, Blooming-
ton, lllinois, 15¢d, 7/5Y, Still going strong after four yoars,
this lithoed mag's 19th issue containg a list of all fantasy pub-
lished in 1950,.p1us nevs, views, coiments, Recommended reading,
Cosmag: Tan leiuley, 57 East Park Lane, Atlanta, Ga. 10¢,6/50¢.
Bi-montitly, A slim newcomer; this mag secems to have the knowhow,
and as soon as its editor gets the hang of raming a mlmco and he
cuts down on fan fictlon, it!1ll be on its way, Suggostion: bet-
ter paper. Ghu: John Davis, 931 E MNavajo Rd,, Tucson, Ariz. 'This
i3 a carbonzine c¢irculated <to Johhts friends; others cantt oven
buy i1t} Too bad,too, since youlre missing a load of fun. Dawn-
feite Watkins, 203 B, "ampum Avo., Louisville 9, Ky. TPormat not
too meat, bubt contains interesting material slanted at fan cole/
lectors; also’ large lettor-section, Viorthwhile, Mezrab: The Brad=
leys, Box li31, Tahoka, Texas, 25~page FREL generalzinceT

Crowdod Outg Seetce, 0dd, Ovperation Pantast, Phantasmagoria,

£ ITeEin, Imfipossible, and several others. Sorry,




R e |

ot

29

W

by Stanley G, Weinbaum

\

-

FQP’C.I., 1950

Reviwvwed by
Bob Silverberg

Illustration by Raul Garéta Ca izi
J . pelia, Jr symbolizing a scene
from Stahley G, Weinbaum's jrmortal M4 ﬁARTﬁiN ODYSSEY"

e n.L




Eoox Review: * e - T "

¥ OTHE DARK OTHER
When Stanley Grauman Weinbawi died on Do ewder 1, 1935, many fans
feolt that the greatest carser in %he alstory of funtasy had been
out dhort, At the time of his deah, Weirbaum had had 16 stories
published, in cluding one coilaboration witi his closest friend,
Ralph Hilne Farley.

However, the largest portion of Weinbaum?s work appeared after
hls death--gsome 1items that he had sold but which had not yet ap-
peared in print, but mostly novels which he had never submitted
to any magazine, "The Dark Other", which Weinbaum had originally
titled "The lad Brain,” 1s the most recent of these posthumousio~
vels, B

Weinbaum began his career in the middle of 193}, at a time when
science Tiction was on its way uphill after a disastrous year,
1933 had sesn Astounding Stories fold, whlle Vonder Storles and
Amazing Stories underwent many changes of format in an attempt to
gein circulation, As a last-gasp effort, both of these magazines
shifted from large size to pulp format within a month of each
other. But in 193} s6f began to grow again, and doubtlessly Stan
Welnbaum had & large share in the work,

At a time when dcilence fictlon was stllted and characterless,
Weinbaum appeared on the field with a gift for characterization
and story-telling that seemed unmatchable at the time, Welnbaum
n ever overpowered anyone with his fictionw~he merely presented
the story in so interesting and attractive a form that it w as
bound to be liked., He hit Wonder Stories with his first yarp, “A
Martian Odgssey”™ in 193L. X few months later he sold them a se~
guel, and followed this with an amazlng string of successes,

Perhang his sudden death has a great deal to do with the populare
1ty of his fiction, He died at the height of his career, just af
tor his longest story, “The Red Peri,” had seen print in Astound-
ing. He died at the agc of 33, and his death was mourned by his
close friends and fandom alike,

Thher oTohbsfodendis got togethor in 1936 to issuc a hardeovor an-

nology, containing several of his unpublished novelettes and al-
so some of his short stories, 'The BDavm of Flame" was roleascd
by Rap Palmer and Conrad Rupport in 1930, and copios now have
becn known to bring as high as $100.

Othor of his novels appeared posthumously; in the October and No-
vembor 1938 issues Amazimy prescnted his very poor "Revolution of
1950," ahstory actually written by Ralph Milne Farley after sug-
gestion by Welnbaum, In 1939 Startling and Thrilling Wondor ro-
Bedsbdd two of his proviously un-magged novols, 'Black Flamo™ and
Daom of Flame," and Ziff-Davis brought out his "The New Adam” in
o hardecovor edition. (They lator reprinted it in Amazing, 1943)

e d—— g
Now, Fantasy Publishing Company has issucd what is probably the
last of Welnbaum?s posthumous novels: The Jdork Other (FPCI 50,83
-~256 pp) This story could have beon In Udinowm, buat Campbell eb
tprnod 1t dovm when Veinbaumts widow obﬁbctcd to a drastic cut-
fing. Julius Schwartz, the fantasy agent, finalliy-eald. tho novel
e o < SIALAUPIY T N o ]flj "-'*‘.'JA*"--




STA CESITE #3 BO2K REYVTL: "naPY OTHER!
of 60,0060 wovds, “The Had Dredn," to Morvol Selerce Stories, bub
the story was lost in the shuifls wheu that magazine fclded,

; L 2 Hedited® it
Tn 1947, Forrie Ackerman got possession cf the story, "edite :
(to 3%&% extent he rowrote the story is unknowm) an@ i ¢} +9u8 ne
sold it to FICI, The book appeared lasi svmmer wader the FPCI
imprint and the riore subtls tltle.

Technically, the book i3 well-done as compared with some former
productions of thne FPUI. There is a large numbasr of typographlc-
al errors, and physically  the book cannot compare wiih some of
the other semi-pr»o volumes, nectably those frHm Arkham House and
Pantasy Press, Also, the jacket {(bwy Jon Arfstrom} is inferior to
that artistls better fan works Howeber, i1t!s a good bock, and
worth buylng,

Probably, had Weinbaum remained alive, he never would have sold
it as 1t stands, There are several cruditles in the plot, and it
does not show the same amount of story development that some of
his later storlies did--but the book 1s, on the whole, not one of
Moinbaum!s fallures, as was the similarly posthumous “lNew Adam,"

Iike that book, "The Dark Other” fasncérns a man with a double
brain~-but that!s where the similarity onds, LEdmond Hall, the
New Adam, was & twlsted superman who ended his 1ife in most un-
supermanlikke suicide, MNicholas Devine of the other book is ac-

tually a Jekyll-Hyde brought up to date, with twe well~rounded
sldes,

Though 1t only has three characters--actually four, counting De=
vinets other slde~-it 1s a magnificent character study, The story
i1s suspenseful, bullding up to a <fine climax--though there are

certain other plot faults which a more mature Welnbaum could have
ironed out with ease,

There's also a passing reference to the Necronomicon which I
thinlt was added by the wily FJA (though I could be wrong) in ore
der to rope in the Lovecraft fans, Ilve never heard any state-
ment concerning Weinbaum's familiarity with the Lovecraft mythos.
But "The Derk Other" needs no "roping" to agtract purchasers-—-
it i1s well done, thoughtful, and certainly exciting reading. The

conflict between the heroine and the two sides of Nick Devine is
partlcularly outstanding,

After reading this book, it gives one pause to wonder just what

this man Weinbaum might hpve produced in the s-f field had he re-
mained alive.
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SF MAGAZINES FOR SALE

BY Bob, Silverterg, 760\liontgouery .St., Brijoklyn 13, M. All mags
have bath coveys, PP:L(:}:1 25¢ each, poszpaR f} gg%éﬁgg Dec h5£§£
Fob liar \Jul Sept 19..7; Jwne 1946; most %/ 4~ FAT Det 49@
1950, PAJTASTC MDV Jul Iy Jan 19LY; lar cﬂx@ ;) tad Oct
49; most I s TS June I}9, Apr Opt &7; many ojbt ags 19h7-51.
Want-lists invited, MAGAZIUES VAITED: 411 190 Astoundings.
-.qb---
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| ALL THE STARS  wy wommen mmom

i B i lled. Her husband
% T hne-please come to dinner,” Mapion Kilmore ye E
wiﬁ aboﬁt to utter a reply, but she continued talking. "That silk
1y maghine of yours can't count all the stars}

John looked hamnted as he mumbled, "I believe it can, "

She laughed, pulled her red hair,dangling over her forehead, and
aid

’ ,“John, that contest is the silliest thing I ever heard of,
Besides, only a fool would believe the cybernetics institute

wo uld pay $10,000,"

In front of the two young people was a square-shapsd machine cov-
ered with dials, meters, instrument panels, and a small triangu-
lar opening in the center, Its motors were humming in low tones.
Johnt!s attention switched to his mechanized creation, and he med-
itated on his last efforts toward construction,

Then he gazed into
his wife's eyes with contempt, Now he hated her round fagce, her
well-proportioned body with its adequately-concealed cornulence.

"Marion, I wanted to win the contest for you and me. Well, I'vg
changed my mind-~I want to win for the recognition 1t!'ll give me

Marion was not emotionally affected by what he said; she viewed
the mass of papers scattered in every room and shook her head. As
she started to depart from the house, John began to hum,

Night and day, John inserted paper into the machine and examined
1ts computations. Vhile waiting for the results he would observe
each part carefully 1in order to be certain that nothing was de-
fective., OSometimes he swore because he had to sleep, although he
did not rest often,

One morning, when fatigumenumbed his senses,he
looked at another sheet of printed caloulations, Vhat John read
at the bottom stirred him, At Tirdt he wondered if he really saw
it, thinking the desire to see it might have upset his mind,

Finally John became convinced that the wordd"COMPLETE" was on his
paper, The next mement he shrieked a series of howls~--hugged the
cold mefad tTgntly until he cruzhed the glass enclosing the mete
€rs, Leaning against the wall, he stared at the gauges.

At that moment he actually believed that the machine was a liy-
ing thing. The tenslon ¥nside John grew stronger and stronger with
?very passing minute, His hands shoolt. Sweat rolled down his

ace,
Telling himself that he would have revenge on the mechanical
mathematician, John began to strilke a weapon--a hatchet--against
it again and again. In a few minutes the meter silenced,

-000c0~
Many digtinguished sclentists spoke ecloquently in praise of John,
They said the award was small for such a laborious taslk, and that
John had sacrificed himself for cybernetics, The last speaker-
ordered a long steel bar to be set on ond.

It startled the mob
of spectators because of its great height, but more amazing than
its slze was the long eolunn of numbers engraved on it...one fol~

—elbes



SPACESHIP 13

lowed by fifty feet of ciphers.
al of every star in the universe.

In the crowd, llarion Kilmore kept lnsisting the contest was sil~
ly, and couldn?!t wundarstand or justify the enthusiasm of the

throng around her, ~-Bg11 Berger
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MAN, PROGRESS, AND ROBOTS
by Barbara Chandler

Every time a spectacular advance is Dbrought forth by
our téchnological geniuses, somewhere, the cry arises,
®Smash the Machinesi"

ALL THP STARS

It renresented the possible tot-

»

¥

0ften the convinced have ability, often several com=-
tried 1it, with phenomen al bined. If enough are com-
lack of success«=-~=hecaus e bined we have a robot,

the fear that machines can Now--in order to become
“take over"' 1s based on| dangerous to man, any tool
faulty reasoning and supers= must contain some powver ine-
stitious fear, Or else, on herent in man which is in

the petty desire to keep en-

actly what we now have, with
no thought for improvement,
There 1s an economic probe
lem involved, with dislocate
iong and turmoil and often
real individual tragedy.

But the bigger question~=
can robots ever enslave men
-=-18 concerned with differ~
entlating betwesn the ATS

out those alms, Any tool 1s
a method, which 1s easy enuf
to remeimber when you reflect
that all tools are simply
extensions of man's natur al
faculgies-~bigger, sharper,
specialized in soms way. An
axe 1s only 2 hsavy, sharp
extension af his hand, A
huge crane 1s 1in the same
category., An adding machine
or punch-card device or telw
ephone systom iz only an
extenslon of some m i nor

Because in our
¥y 1t is certain

A et s g

of a society (or its mémbers)
and the METHODS of carrying !

Sﬁ our problem wlth robots is siwmplifioed,
em only the quallities thad we wish, and see that tho
are derocted by benign, not nalign, intelligenoe. d
gag Eotal destruction is a possibilit-
_tha ¥y the tinmc these complete--service
robots can be built this Problem will have beon licked~=
or else no one will be loft to vorry about it,

M7 TP SR S —B.C.

itselfl a potential danger .
In order to enslave man, it
must have the ability and
desire BUILT IINITO IT BY MAN

In other words,itts up to
us« lian has the highest de
gree of self-~determinism of
any creature on the planet,
and to install this quality
in a machine is a paradoxe
We build more developed~--=-
tools with the ability © o
talte a certain direction ,
but into none the abilit ¥y
to ddcide to operate, An e-
lectronic brain can pla ¥
chess,but it cannot decide,

"Wow I guess I will play a
game of chess.' i

T® smash the machines is §
illogical, a half-measurec. \
Eliminate bombs, gun~powd-
or, swords, axes, and you |
still have a strong right '
arm and stones, Any of
these are dangerous if we !
wish them to be so,

Y7o build into
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Q U /A \ [\\1! D R\‘/ by LEE HOFFAN

B ts vhat I psed to tell

1 T will put out & fanzine,” That's
m?ggig%y TBut wi%h what?! was the ensulng questlon, hektoﬁiai
gone the way of all Jelly five years before I read my first Hilu
ner story, My days as printer's devil had been about five in 2:2—
ber and several years earller, Anad my‘rubber stamp set onlg
two alphabets, of which about twenty-nine letters could be fouwsd

n the gracks in the floor.
R e So clutch%ng a copy if VAEB—
PIRE in my grimy 1111 hand I sald to myself, Hoffman, ole ruta~
baga top,y %herg aren!t many fmz like this anymore-and it dgesn't
look like you're the one that's gonna remedy the situation,

Then I discovered 8 mimeo,

Dovn at the end of the street I live on there's a big bullding

which houses a few govermment employees, some office equipment,

and a mimeo, X
"Hey, Mister, can I use your mimeograph?

"Sure,"

So I dragged ny piggy bank dovm to the local ABDick dealers'® and
purchased a quire of stencils and a couple of reams of paper. T
ABDic!: representative gave me a short lecture on cutting stencils
and I dashed h oms and went to worlk,

Quandry #1 was conceived and
brought' forth in about three days, ithy the rush, I dunno, July
madness, I suppose, Anyway I had my first encounter with a mim-
eo, It was a 'wondrous tank-inked affair with a counter and all
that sort of stuff. I was shovn how to put a stencll in and then
left to my own devices, 1lIy own devices were a poor excuse for
knowledge, Why didn!t someone tell me you had to ink a mimeo?

Among the three or for fans vwho stopped to comment on that mis =
erable monstrosity was Joe Kennedy, whom I accuse of being one of
the greatest guys ever to ink a Speed-o-Print, (It is roported
In FAPA that Mr, Kennedy 1s quite aware of this greatness and is
having an engraved halo made up to wear to the NOLACO,) What
thi§ has to do with Quandry I don't know, But contained with
Joe s comments were 254 for {wo and one half Quandrys {(he receiv-
ed 2% Qs in return for this genorous subseription) and a short
gtoiy vihich he had previcusly sent to Sid Gluck and forgotten a-
out,

lleanwhile Q#2 had been run off on tho Armstrong college mim~
eo and was being distributed, It was a pretty sad issue printed
on various shades of green paper, liost of the material in it was
stuff that had originally beon intended for COSLIEC DUST sevoral
years earller. It was contributcd by Valt Kessel, that mag's cd-
itor (until the army folded it scwme time bacit,) Valt considers
himself a retired fan bul. ho stirred long enough to donate that
material, five lettering guides, tarce shadinsg nlases, and styli,

~ SPACESHIT/ TYIDE STAR ~ " """ ~mag...
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SPACESITP $i3--and Vyde Star  Tarzize Blomranay vl
Tfae third issue of Quandry showed signs of legibility. It was
also the first issue to blossom in full color, Its outstanding
feature was criticésm from Gerry ?e lg geo,l who thas had a great
vandryts growth an evelopmant,
deal to do with Q@ adry's g e TingE 01
people appeared in QGE. In #5 appeared SFA news, wiich continued
thru #7{ Also added in /5 was RJBanks' column, SIURYP,

Quandry # 6
was the first issue to make Merwin's top ten listing. This was
due to the addition of Lionel Inman to the gtaff. My relation
with Lionel is not the usual publisher-agsistant editor relation-
shi», for I hardly know Linnel by mail and welve never met, Still
he sends me m& erial, on the stencil if he 1s able, at just the
right moments. It is my hope that we will meet at the NOLACON,
Outstanding in # was a bit of fanfiction by Redd Boggs.,

{ Tro new
columniats were added in Q#?, Bob Silverberg and llilliie Conner,
And Shelby Vickts Puffins were added as guest 1itl peeppl. Liks
the original 11!l peepul, they were so ponular that they became a
regular feature,

Jith the advent of Q8 Lionel Inman was offiec -
ially made associate editor, Also Q was increased from 25 te 30
pages, though the »rice remained 10, And joingng the staff of
colurnists was Walt Villis, one of fandomts leading humorists,

. O-’:.'g
almost never came about, It was due on HMareh 15th along wih
your income tax but as that monith began I was invoelved in naking
soite money by manual labor at coolie wages, As the job came to
an end, so did my health, I found myself down with a bad case of
flu,.,things passed by, deadlines did liliewise, Pinally spring
Holidays, and I had cut most of the stencils vhen Shelby Viek
dropped in on a selling trip throygh this section of the country,
He and I finished steacilling,..Honday norning Shel left and I
nace ready to return %o school despite 2 pain in my back, But I
found that I could hardly wallk, :

“Sprained,” the doc said, "liebbe a weel, mebbe months,” A
rush eall brought fellow stagehand Hank Rabey to my aid, He fin-
ished running off Qi and assembled it, Together we addressed it
and finally on April 11th they were mailed,

A Quandry 10 resumed
regular montnly publication; its high spot was the addition of
Redd Boggzs! sought-after column, "File 13," though another novel-
?y was the first American use of the well-lnown Irish multicoler
iniz, in a foupr~color cover,

) Q@ 1l is n w.out, and 12 and 13 are in
readiness. 13 rill be the first annlversary issue, and it sure
doesn't scem as if a year has gone by since the first issue,

It seems like a century to e,

Bt : ~-Lee offMman
(BOTR: Quandry is available from Lec Hoffaan, 101 ‘agner st,,

?uvcnn?h, Goorgia, for 10£ a copy, 12/1. And other fan editors
are renuesugd to talke part in this series of fanzine biosraphies,
If you'd lile blog spot in Saship 1, write now, huh?

e — -y e
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Redd Bopgs, Iinneapolis, Minnesota, saitir:

Tt was seeing the name “Homicide Hogan” that did it:—inve%gled me
into reading James Adams! "lian with Hyper~liearing. Seeing that
name in a story I had to read it, "Homicide" was a disappointe
vent, but the story was guite good, I don't know how the man with
hyper- hearing managed te distingtish single voices from the babw
ble of other vwoices, the rumble of trucks, the roar of trains,and
the buzz of defoctive neon~signs (that sound that Fritz Leiber
finds so eerie), but Abner Thomas wgs passably characterized at
that, The man who told the story wasn't so believable, T dise~
velieve that a cynical bookie would sink money into a project to
contact other plancts. There are too many other ways to mak &
rioney-~or maybe losc money,
From your article "Are Fang Skeptics™
I infer that you've never read Charles Fort. (((Wrong,))) If
you had, you wouldn't be so skoptical of Fort!s huior or fascin-
ation, I!m no Fortcan, but I do insist that therc!s hardly a
book on my shelves thatls more enjoyable to rcad, Tort was a top
notelr writer and his irascible humor is marvelous,
This is Harry
Varnert!s 13th year in fandom and I thinlt this year he 1is turning
out riore articles for subzines than he has done for many yecars,
How they Compare” isn't the best ho's done lately, but as usual
he 1s interesting from begilnning to end, The absence of any gen-
eral fanzine comparable with Spaceways, Southern Star, Fantasite,
to name three fanzines of the late 30's and early [|0's that coma
to mind immediately ~-is the big differcnce between ycsterday and
. today, 1t sccms to mo, The forte today scoems to be spocializing
for particular grouns: Irezrab, Chimcrical Revicw, The Cricliet
are oxamples. Spacewarp was probably the nearest thing to Svace-
rays that'!s been published in the last eight ycars, and Quandry
is the best examplc among mags still being published. Still Q
isn't quite as generalized as fanzines of 10 ycars ago, I doubt
if any fanzinoc is.
Pormat: improving but still only fair, 'h y.
did you use onl§ one side of the paper in scveral instances?
¢{9thinncr paper))) The oven-edped pages arc fine, but I don't
care much for nonstoeparagraphing: it doesn!t lool: as ncat as reg-
ular Paragraphing, and doosn!t secm worthvhile in space-saving
for short articles lilke V/arnerts, Do you wrcalizc that you saved
only five or six lines there? Of coursc six lines would havo ne-
cessitated spotting that ad alsewhere, but six lincs saved in a
25pp. mag is almost inconscquontial,

) The headings where you used
lettering guides were pretty bad, Put a plcce of celluloid undey
eEhc s?onc?l ?hen using the guide: it?1ll help reduce toarings,
%he mincoing is better than beforc--at lecast 1n my copy. lcep
D roving. ‘ )

Sincorcly,
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" il Thanliee for nice plug in SPACESHIP ;f12. low
have two more contributors for my clipnings file. Art thee in-
ferring born-thirty-years~too-soon, perchance?? If so, that 1
admit, Otherwvige there is an inconsistency because how could an
Tilsane fan know better?

The Fortean Society is too well establish-
ed to need any defense. Even so, I wish to mention that, altho!
our roster has appearance of a league-ofwenations, it would Dbe
difficult to find even one member who 'believes implicitly.™ Wit
no intention of being rude, the thought comes to me that you r
statements for a sane fan are. rather unfiestrained and exaggeratr
ed, Also, I beg your pardon, the vol,, Books of Charles Port (L
in one binding) is $% postnaid, not six, §{{W¥e blush,)})

Anyway, the article "Are Fans Skeptics?" made me grin all the way
tiru the reeding of it, However, it might be fair to warn you
that chechires are a bit elusive, You know, popping up when least
exnected, 4And with that T wish you well-~ for the present time,

Yerz fir DOUBT

Iavrence Saunders, Stamford, Comnecticut

The last issue of SPACE3IIIP was a good once Best item was the
kicltbacl: by Harry Vlarner. I agrec with him 100% on his views on
fan profiteering,
Fiction was good (Bor a fanzine and I should
znovr)
¥ans in my opinion are slontics, I am, The averase fan will
doubt everytning, I believe, including himsolf, It all boils
dovn to one's own definition of "fan," You cantt call thosc fee-
bleminded slobs who read "Amazing"™ fans, They just ain't, As
you say (I believe) they are strays., Talte the averare fan: the
guy who thrives on fanzines, He usually is a cynic, somectimes he
i1s satirical, somctimes sarcastic, and sometimes sardonic, He is
usually wide-recad, He loves to shoot off his motth from A toZ
from anthropology to anthologics, Ycs, I buvlieve the average fan
is a cynic and skejtic, And please don't call the "AmzTslobs
fans.
Sincerel-r,
_______ iarry/
ﬁdi_ ?gn't‘lov?rlogk DIFFE_?ET, th yoice of the necv s-f, It's a
slicik’ sclience fictlon mag with a large noctry depirtmont: it
io;lclzs‘poems oﬁ faptasy and s-f in the bos%.stgle, 2avs 316?00
. 3 ACT:ITIT s #Avalon Book Center, 156 Hawthorae

gvﬁ,c Yonkers IY; Jmamuserints to Lilith Lorraine, Calle Andrea
el Lastagno llo, 10, liexico D,F, EInclosc stamped cnvelone for
reply, Ilo blood and thu ¢

— -

ndorf p%?asg; top cralftsmanship only,
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COUNTERBLAST

Your recant article on the usual
fan's lack of skepticism was cha-
racteriged ‘by the usual semantic
confusion and bipgoted narrovness
vhich seems to be good form among
the genus fan at present., I ag-
rec with you on one point: fans
are not skeptics,if you are talXk-
ing avout the true genus fan,..an
animal from vinich,,I talke it, you
exclude yourself, Tor your arti-
cle shows that you, whatever else
rou ayre or are aot, are defin-
itely a slentic. ilot only a skep-
tic but a narrow-minded cynic.

In the first place, your state-
ment about the “uide~cyed nigh
school boys vho thought Amazing
was super Kkeen because 1t taught
them paysics and chemistry”" shows
2 rilsconception which is appall-~
ing. I've read literally DOZEI 3
of thiose 0ld Amazinzs. From none
--get that, NCIL, ZIRO, not AllY--
did I get even the vaguest notion
of phwsics or chenm, eikcept a fev
misconceptions which I had to un-
learn when I got in science clas~
sas, tYhen 1In college I re-rcad
them to see 1if there was any sci-
ence that I had skipped. The an-
swer? Ilo, of course not. Justaa
little Suncay supplement pseudo-~
seTences

You also mention Astoun-~
aing printing such “acknowledged
classics as !Skylar: of Valeron®
and !Legion of Space,! How Im
not denying that ASF has publish-
ed a good many mature and exgcl-
lent stories, but the two you
mention as c¢lassics, and + he
other stories such as "Triplanct-
ary" and the like, are actually
notg~-f{ but adventure stories
wvhich are in literary style a cut
below Tarzan and on a vague par
with my 8-~year~old brotherts com~
ic-books,

Fow, Itm not
tbe Shavor hoax or dia
thher one,

defending
netics, ei-
But please remembor: -

=" NON-SKEPTIC —

lfarion Z Bradley

was not publishing t®
please the fans; he was ed%ti@
a cormertial magazinea Ziff=
Davis said “inerease circulation
“ and Ray did. Look at the cir-
culation figuress of the Pre-Sha-
ver AS and compape them with---

z Ron  Hubbard

Shaver!s epoch. )

is a qualified s-f writer and
also a qualified scientist. VVhe-
ther or not you agree with his
dianetics foolery, his article
was interesting and rcasonably
logical, and his HAE ALOUE is a
high draving-card, {(Or was, pro
vious to tihwe DEngram rac:et,)

As for Manyone being  foolish
cnouzh to pay $6 for a book of
clinpings®...cven intelligent
peonle will shell out threce
ouclis for a reprint from an old
puln magazine: SHIP OF ISHTAR,
T3 GREY LIOWSIAN, LEGIOH ©
S2ACS, BOOK OF PTAH--T could go
on all nigat, Fans will spend
fifty dollars for a mimcograph
to publish their ovm blatherings
~-whatl's so silly about a book
gf clippings? After 211, many
people are dénterested in finding
out just whav, if anything, i s
behind all these strango happen-
inps, You don't have to accept
Port's teachings, but it's ono
oxplanation, and after a feow un-
¢ plainable things have hapened
to you, you stop tallting about
hoaxss, Some ARL hoaxes, of
course, but som¢ are just---tha
unexplainable, iaybe YOU dont %
care vhat causcs theso things—
but if YOU don't, soncbody ha-
to findout. Iiavo YOU beoon out-
in s@mee, that you lmmow so much

1) Rap

e

F

abouf wvhat it's 1i':g? Oh

Tg? -= you
haygn!t? “Well, neither havoyI.
pncll thon, let'!s both shut up
four suess is as

good as nine,

and Charles Fort!s is as good as

cither of ours,

I don't pcad FAT:,

T
DS Tt 1™ not

a



SPACISIIPHL3 axd “VLUS STAR

BACK 18SUES

\ o t . [ [ 1 v
A ' > “ )L‘ r“ \' t Jff'l '\_\\ ' rmg Got quite a pile Of unSO}i
Rosicrucian either, but I'd lilte Jjssues of carly SPACISHIPS, and

to put in a word for both, FATD
is a reasgonadly cntertaining mag
--or usod to be, when I recad it,
A number of people =till rcad it
--and no one is making you rcad
it, But then, most ol the pco-~
ple who recad FATE would loou at
Spaceship and mutter, tecaring
out, their hair, "that in the
dicltens is it all abrut? Vhy do
pconvle do such things?" As for
the RosIcrucians~-I'm not a Ros-
ierucian, as I said above, but
I'tve read two or thrcc of their
books, and as far as I can sce
their code of cthics is at least
as inteclligzent as that of nost
of the Christian churcices and
better than sonec, And taeir
BCosmogenciis" is no sillior
tnan toat vhich is moclained in
that omincently acecepted boo':, the
BIBLZ, Darn it, 1in a2 world
which tales Velikovsky scriously
and such twaddle about "Lool¢
Younger, Live Longer® ~~ cating
brewercs yecast and yogurt, and
lapping wp blackstrap molassos
whilch 1s good only for cowg--
woll, I'd say there was room for
a few Forts and Heindels, And
Ply&ng Saucers areatlt any 211y~
er than reduciag records.,

In fine, Bob, when youlve lived
a few years longor, you'll grov
morc tolerant of the rest of tho
worldt's wmadness, In that way
they will bc 2 bit more apt té
rospecct yours, Your iconocl s
may sound fine vhen you read it
over in the first fine ecarcloss
rapture of nimoogranphing~«-butwe
Iitler's snecches probabiy 20oUnm
dod_good, too, vhen he was advo-
cating that sonc, sensible cdiet
that all veople nust have leben-

sraum--living smacec, It does
make scnso, too,

3

~cave us our fleas, Bob, and

wo'l% Ybo a 1little morce apt to

Scraten yours vhen the

‘ ! star

iltching, bt i
-=larion Z Biradley

thot you might be interested in
picking up some ol the cxtras for
vour fanzine collections {SShip
will be indexed in the Pavlat C-L)
and aleo nelp wipe out some of
our defTicit, The oncs we hove-w
#2--llay 1949, OIE COPY OILY,
and a bit dirty, 10¢
#6-~Dec 3, 1619, Enuf for all
w-g 115t of pennames. 5¢.
DL 0c T LGEOM 13 co M s
first larso-size issue. 19¢
M1l~-Jan 51, Plenty left, 10¢
N 2--Bpr 5l-~big anniversary
ish, Ten left~-10¢
M. _Sept, 19, 25 copics loft.
one of the first isiues--5¢,

e - s e o s e B e e v S A e AR S S e

FPorthcoming issues of SPACE |
SHI? will fcature articles by--:
Tv linnc, Dici Verdan, larion |
Bradley, and cothers, Tiction,
poctry, other iltems coming up--.
gsce oditorial, e can use art-
iclecs on various itens, and al-
so rfanzine biograpnies, Other-
vise therets so much fiction &
poctry on hand that we don't
nced any--wvhat we DO neced is
somc mare nickols and dinos,
This job costs dough, and we're
wiliing to spend it for -hatev-
or improvemnents you want---ne w
lettering -uides lilte the one
On Py 39, ©tCe But we cantt
spend it until we have it

Bob Silvorberg,

760 llontgomoery St

Drookleynigl St ST,
«at tho sign of the

cupty wallet~
ASTOUID THGS IAITED

I nocd Just & Tov iiorc isales $0
cortplete my files--but I want
them in good condition only, ang
vith both ecovers, liecd thosc:=
ilov 30, Oct 33, Lay 3}, Mar 36,
Jan Feb liar apr ilay 37, Feb larp
liay Uun 38, Jan Apr~ilov lee /0,
dug 39, ilay Oct L1, =~=B.S,
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Boolz Review:

REHIND THE FLYING SAUCERS mim,

That & book of this type should be published by an ostensibly
cradulous liew York book »nublisgher and then be reurinted as apocii=
et-bookx (Popular Library #326: 25¢) and be.g.bgst-sellir in both
instances, indicates the extent of the gullibility of the well-
known American man-in-the-street,

1 1. s
Frank Soully 1is an experienced nevspaperman, and as §ucn ltnovis
bow to present the facts of the flying-saucer case, _however, the
facts themselves are only slightly less than astounding:

Seully reveals that, last year, a scientist addressed the student
body of the University of Denver on tihe subject of flying sau-
cers, but that after his speech no one kxnew quite who 2aad deliv-
ered it. Scient:st "X" revealed that:—-

Sixteen men, dead, had been found in a flying saucer, Bighte=
een men, similarly dead, had been found nearby in another saucer,
Only--"measuring between thirty-six 8o forty inches in heicht
-~ Saully, relating the tale of Scientist X, goes on to des=
eribe the saucers and their miniature inhabitants in detail,

Postulating that the ships are from Venus, Scully quotes from
such recognized authorities as Willy Ley and from such lesser
ones as--aheri--Fate Magazine-~to back up his contentions. lie

fills the book with nearly 200 pages of “documentation™ supnort-
ing his ideas, including a colicection of nearly a huaxdred news-
paper ciippings, complete with sources, having bearing on the fly-
ing saucer nystery.

The cover on the pocketbool edition, inci<entally, is a particue
larly lurid one showing people ovidently roused from sleep in the
middle of nigunt, gazing hagpardly at multi-colored saucers flodte
ing in from the d.rection of the liew York sit¥line, Uhe imaginat-
ive artist 1s one BRarie i, Bergey.

Ve can't quite see how so many peonle would »nut dotm three dolle-
ars in hard green cash to buy this bool; at two bits it's a dife
feegnt story. If you consider yourself a serious student of the
flying scucer rid<le, then naturally you!ll need thiis boolk to--ah-
-augment your studies, If, however, youlre just on the lookou %
Tigry some tongue-in-cheek laughter at the more gulléble hall of
mankind, then this book is your goldmine, There!s a belly-laugh
on every page 1f you try not to talle Seully too serlously,

The End

~==00000000~—~



BACIITALIC:
GOOD i.2.'S

8! T | PAGESHIP assumcs the subseription list of "IYLDE
ééﬁ%,bh%grégggg’pﬁblished by Alan Grant, Alan 4 so sent us some
fine waterial to use in SPACISIIP, some of the materigl on sten-
e¢il, The Bob Tucker article in this issucis onc of the items he
sent; othors te wateh for are an article by Lv Jinne on tpe N#F,
and a rather leng plece Dby yours truly on Astounding Scicneg -
Fietion, The latter is five or six pages long and will appear la-
Tor :n the yeor unloss thepw arc any objections,

Therels a serious log-jam in tho fietion andpoctby department;
SPACUSIIP will appear & bit more froguently for a while=--den't be
too surorised to seo five issues in 1951 instcad of the Intended
four, However, wolre WOT soing bi-monthly just yete I CANTT
USE ANY LORZ FICTIOI OR POUTRY}Y,If the fiction is so good th at
I'd be forced to accept it, dontt sond it here--Itll feel guilty
printing it when it really should be sold, And if it's so bad
that no onc clse wants it, don't send it hero ecither,..for obvio-
us reasons. At tho »resent time, wo have anough fiction to last
for five or six issuecs, atch for storics by Joscph Semens, Lavr-
peneo Saunders, Fred Chappell, Todd Conwell, Richeed Verdan,
Charles ilorrls, and others, in tho noxt yoar here.

SY..CUSII? is selling quite niecly, mnostly thanks to the fing¢ re-
vicw Rog Phillins avc it in the July “maz ng, The roviowy inci-
dentally, which I wrote for Amz was 10t intended for the Tanzine
zolum but for the leticr column; DBrowne nercly forwarded it to
Boger and 1t -ound uw as a roview r& her than a plugt e still
nan handle morc subscriptions, though, so kindly'  kopp plugging
SPACISHIY to your fricnds. The improvemeonts over the past yc ar
are only the boginningl

By the way-~tihc Door appearpance of pageonine is d&ie to variou s
anioyances on the part of the minmco, plus the fact that Alan's
s?cnc?l was six Iinches toe short, Thac split 'nfinitive on page
nine ic the fault of Alan Grant and Bob Tuclter, not us. Dut far

be it from us to restencil the wholc business becausc of a snlit
infinitivol - i

?hQ nogt lasuoc of SPACZSHIP will anpear in labde S pteiiber; core

valn ninor format changes arc in the offing so that we'll be able
to add a bit more material in the samec 25 pagos, tletve asle d
R9Cd Boggs to de a biog of his fanzine, but just in casc heean! t
fln}sa 1t in time, any other fanzine cditors arc welecome to takc
a tirec-nage frec plug in  the fanzine biog departmont, i wily
a-so most liliely begin the long-delayed scrics on Dritish sef

contain two sterics and anotiir long artiele, plus TIIREDS PAGUE o}
}cttogs (thoush the lottor 1s subject to cutiing if svace is low)
Tho 2500-word ASTOUINJ:0G articlo is schnﬂwlcd:-t;ntitivuYy-fo -
ﬁ;,’ But dcsp?tc all thesc words on vihatb vwetre soing to piblish.
ggtrc g-iays wide onon for good new articles, Mumer ia solicitoa
DU subject to revision ifr T don's laugh loud® ciauf first time,

=-2ob Silverberg

| S-ACUSHIT A3 & 'WYIDE $TAR.  July, 1951, Pago 25.



Vou get tnis cony of the ouly SpoToruid suall c‘*owh Po ™t ia
your “yia1 5oz beciuse- £ -

7 7 Youlre a subscriver and will =et ov lefst oze more copy ol w
tais s
[// Toutre o contributor

/ 7 vou bougnt this one issve., Yant wore? Subsceribe,

w In exchange for a cowny of your ranzile,
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SPAG DTS is ouclisaed quarterly by Dob Silverbver
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